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It is our mournful duty to announce the death of Charles 
Janeway Stille, LL.D., president of the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania, which occurred on August 11, 1899, at 
Atlantic City, New Jersey, where he had been sojourning 
for the benefit of his failing health. He was elected a 
vice-president of the Society in 1888, a councillor in 1890, 
and succeeded the late Brinton Coxe, Esq., as president in 
November of 1892. As a trustee of the various trust funds 
of the Society he was active and efficient. 

Prior to Dr. Stille's association in the management of the 
Historical Society, he had been a prominent member of the 
Philadelphia Associates of the United States Sanitary Com- 
mission, and his first war pamphlet, written in 1862, entitled 
" How a Free People Conduct a Long "War," attracted such 
wide-spread attention that upwards of half a million copies 
were printed. 

In 1866 he was made Professor of Belles Lettres, English 
Language and Literature ; and two years later unanimously 
elected Provost of the "University of Pennsylvania, which 
position he filled for fourteen years in promoting the best 
interests of sound education in this community. Some of 
the principal achievements of his administration were the 
inauguration of a system of elective studies, the establish- 
ment of the Towne Scientific School, and the removal of 
the institution from Ninth Street to its present site in "West 
Philadelphia, where he laid the foundation of the work 
which has been so successfully carried out by his successors. 

After severing his connection with the University, Dr. 
Stille began to take an active interest in the Historical 
Society, and also devoted himself to historical and literary 
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pursuits in its congenial environment. His first large work, 
" The Life and Times of John Dickinson," was written at 
the request of the Trustees of the Publication Fund, in 
1891 ; and two years later he wrote, " as a labor of love," 
" Major-General Anthony Wayne and the Pennsylvania 
Line in the Continental Army." Among his valuable con- 
tributions to the Pennsylvania Magazine are "Religious 
Tests in Provincial Pennsylvania, and the Attitude of the 
Quakers in the Provincial Wars ;" " Beaumarchais and ' The 
Lost Million,' a Chapter in the Secret History of the Ameri- 
can Revolution;" " Comte de Broglie, the Proposed Stadt- 
holder of America ;" " The Life and Services of Joel R. 
Poinsett;" "American Colonies as Penal Settlements;" 
"Pennsylvania and the Declaration of Independence;" 
"Silas Deane, Diplomatist of the Revolution;" and "The 
Marquis de La Fayette in the American Revolution." His 
last literary work was to edit and write the introduction to 
the " Memoir of Dr. George Logan, of Stenton," which was 
published several weeks before his death. 

Dr. Stille took an absorbing interest in everything that 
advanced the reputation and prosperity of the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania, and the cordial support which he 
always extended so generously to the Pennsylvania Maga- 
zine is one of the pleasant and appreciative remembrances 
of the years of our association with him. 



